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TUESDAY EVENING, FKB. 21.

Washington's Birtii Day..To-morrow
1>eing the annivtr-ary if the Birth Day of
Washington, itc honor of the occ&aion, and in
.continuation of an uninterrupted custom ob
served for thi'V five years, pa^f, ihe office or

the Alexandria Gazette wiil be eloped, and no

paper issued. We d >ubtnotbut that a'i our sub¬
scribers ^ ili unite if! agreeing that the venera¬

ble custom of which we have spoken, should
be kej. t up \ \ this venerable j ater.

military Operations in South Carolina, &s.

The evacuation of Charleston U an-

muneed in Richmond papers of yesterday
in orning, cxt<a 'ts from which were forwarded »o

the U. S. War Department by Gen. ^!rant, and
«re contained in an official bulletirj. A dis¬
patch Adru'l. Dahlgren to the Secretary
tf the Navyj .dated on Saturday, says ihe
Confederates were abandoning Charleston that
moroirij, and he was o i his wiy to the city..
General "'Sherman*a army, accord in.*; to ti e

iSoii5hern accounts, wis near Winnsboro',
FairfioM district, S. C, last. Sunday morning,
a point on the railroad leading to Charlotte,
N. C., about thirty miles ii >rch of Columbia,
The Confederate a ithorities commenced the

removal of government proper'y, specie, &.j.,
fVo in Co' u ?n bfa a * ou t t wo u ee k s . p re vi ou s r o

its evacuation, but f «r the wmt of railroad
t:ari?p ;it:tioa and tini i, they destroyed a large
quantity of medical stores, and abandoned
the esubli-h nent for the printing of the treas¬

ury notes. One establishment, it is stated
confine! 102 presses, and was the" largest io
the South. Gen. Beaureg ir l evacuate 1 the
cify ou Fiii^y1 morning, and the Union troops
took possession without any oj.pjhiuoo,
- Simp further panieulars ol the crvai y en¬

gagement w!iioh t..M*k place at Aiken, S. *-(5 .,

tire given in the Richmond Whig ol Fiiday
last. It is clc<nnid that Wheeler, besides
Duting Kjpauick* and diiviog him-bick ia
conf-ision Kir'a distance of iiie mi.'e*, "iouk a

conj-lerable-; number 'of prisoners, among
tfhcfm were a pJitioj' 'of ihtith'irsy third lias
fc. c iu&t(a f£#imeut, ...

A di-patch received in Richmond from
Wilmington, N. (J.,- states 2hat tie Union
f »rce* shelled Fort Anderson furiously during
Friday af ernoon and nearly all that night, and
that up It 1 o'clock on Saturday aiceri.oon
cann )na<lirig was still going on. No particu
lira are ^iven. A force of Union troops,
4 0)) itnng, the Southern pipers say, are

advancie^ from Ivmxville, Tenn.y and had
reached Orreenville, which is 51 miles from

w" i ' : ' i f"

Bristol. Ivis:suppoied to bi another raid on

the Virgin] * and Te ine-see lliilroad,
A movement by the Union* troops on Kin-

ston, N. 0 , in heavy force, is leportei to te
U pro^re**, and als> acivalry raid in the di
re tioa of Taraoro', N. C. Brides these, a

demonstration for the purpose o[ destroying
the Wilmington Ituiroal at Rocky Mount
Station, in E l*e 01 lty, it is saceJ, is being
xnidebyabjJy ot Uaioa troops from New-
iern.
Information fi'om the Army of the Potomac

as late as Smdiy m>roin^ repxts all quiet.
D^iters ar^ reported as coasua J;, ia.

I IHSWS BY TG-X>AYJS MAIL. -
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An expedition of Michigan civ-ajtfy started
up the 3hen*nd>ah Valley on last Wednesday
evening. They met with slight opposition at

different points, hut njthing to ssriou-iy ia
ten fere with their progress After a march ot
about forty milea they reached their .dentina
lion, whicii ws.s Ciiariotre Iron Furnace, on

Water Lick creek, which Wis ia mi! blast,
.tpreparing iron tor ^hot and shell at the rate of

iroru sixty to one hundred tons per djy. This
th? troopers completely destroyed, with all its
machinery and materials, when they com

menced ? heir ietimj march.
In the U. 8, Semte yesterday, Mr. Morril1,

from ihe Committee of Commerce, reported
adversely upon Mr. Morgan's biii "to create a

board ol five, to be appointed by the President
to have the.supervision and snanaggment of
all lands and real estate in ihe States in rebel
lion, and which maj have been abandoned by
the owners, or to the possession of which the
U/ S. may he entitled by sales for taxes, or

otherwise, &c. '7

The year 1864 was remarkable for the num¬

ber and destructiveness of its fires, both in the
Old and the New Worlds. From statistics
collected fioin the m »st reliable records the
total los* by burning in the United States is
estimated at not less than f5D,Q00,0oo. In
the Northern States alone, du»ing the month
of July, which wis memorable for ravages by
fire evt'jyaherc, proptr'y was consumed to the
amouoi of upwards of $5.000,000. : ...

The Congress at Richmond is earnestly en

gaged in strengthening the army in the
field, by a modification ol' the system of
details; by the adoptio i of more stringent
iaws iure'atiou to conscription; and by the i i-

troduction ot iesolutioaslookiug to the arming
of >laves.
Lifirmulin was receive !, yesterday;of the

destruction, on the 21 h ult., of tin sell >oner

De'phina, a biock id.j runner. With ioJ btiesof
cotton, by one of di3 U. 8. stealers betariging
to the West Guli bbckaling squadron.
.Co!. Livingston, cmimandingon the Plains,

reports two fights at Mai Springs froin the
4 h to the9.li instant, b^wz-ei nearly -2.090
Xndi ins and about 2 )J of the Ohi> and Iowa
cavalry, under C.)L pjllins. The Indians were

driven iff with a loss of 45 killed.
A desperate affair occurred last Tue.-day in

Lunenburg ounty, Va., bitween som) deser
*

ters from the Co ifed ;rate army an 1 :sme of
the 9th Virginia cavalry, .ailod by citizens-
Several on bjth sides wjse wranded. The
deserters were finally capture I,
The Lmdon-eorrespondent of the N. Y.

Tribune mentions the sailing of a Confeder¬
ate steamer originally built for the Danes ; the
same account in substance, concerning the
vessel^, as has been given by other *N; Y.
papers.
Gen. Ord ha^ expressed himse'f as willing

and ansioui to restore civil government in
Virginia, wherever it wis suppressed by Gen.
Butler; and a plan of action, to that effect,
h*s been arranged between Gov, Pierpoint
and himself

Se.veral more blockade runners have return¬
ed to Havana, unable to make an entrance into
Southern p&rts. -It is ?aid the Confederates
intend purchasing small seboooers "to run to
the wist gf FiQrid*.

U. 8. Congress.In the Set ate. ve^f.
*.^ f Vt''' A

j day, the Vice Pre-id*nt laid before ihat \o-h
j the resolutions of the Maryland Legislature in
opposition to the -extension of the'N<»rht-r«
Central Iiaih'oad to tbc? liuiits of the District
of Columbia. The amendatory rcTenuc !>il{
was referred to the finance com anttee, Th«
vote by which the army appr*ipriati-«ii bill wa$

pa&std was reconsidered and the ameuduicut
offerer! by Mr. Trumbull t.j repeal a!i laws a; .1
legislations which give additional rank and pay
to regular, over voiur.teer officers, was r< jested,
after which the bill passed. Mr. Tiua>buii5
from the committer r n the judiciary, reported
a bill to recogniza Louisiana as in the Union,

In the House, a large number of resolutions
as usual on Monday, were introduced. Una
calling on the President and Secretaries or

State and War lor lists of person* held in con

Snement for political offence?, went over after
air ineffectual motion to lay it on the table. The
bill to provide governments for the rebellious
States was discussed, but no action taken.

Advices from Chili say that on and after
May 1, the enstiin* trade of that couutry will
be thrown open to vessels of eve*y nation..
This will h ive the efLsc to increase c)mine ice

wnli San Francisco.
Gen. L^e, in a letter to Gen. Henry A. Wise

de. I >1'J6 that if the'people will but sustain the
soldiery he f e's in app^henija about the
is-ue of the contest.

Person^g <iog to Mexico from Fan Francis-
ci a:e now required to obtain permits fioiL ihc
U. S. Provost Marshal.
General McClellan and his family have ar¬

rived safely in England.
The'Coolie trade is opening again. Three

hundred arrived ar Havana on ihe 18 h ulr.
Gold closed in NiW Y *rk list night, at i9c^

MASKIED.
Tn Washington, Feb-. 16, in the Church of

"Fpiphanyr byihe Kev. j)r Hall, GYA)KCjK li.-
MoiUtaN, ot Mhiion county, Va , to 31 iss
ifci A KY J I) E NM EA I), <1 augliter 1 saac IX
mead, Esq , formerly of Baliimoie, lid.
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FOR 11KX l\
iOHTy nnd DWhLLING FlOU£E, on

Cameron street, betwee.i K6*alanl Piirf next
door tWhile's Grocery store. It is a gjod
stand ior business. JL^os^ssiun gi* i.*n imme¬

diately Inquire of JA5, CiiATJLiAM.
fe b 15 . 11*

J? OR SALE.
a .A GROCERY STORK, one of the be?t
mail stands in the citv. The stock is nev/ and
well assorted. No charge for goad will. Fn»
qaire at this office. feb y.tf

Ejdg^b Sxowokk ^k's Office, corner
of King and Royal street^, over Mr. uwings's
Srore. \\ here he will receive subscriptions and
advertisementsforthe Alexandria Gazkttk.
Persons having business with the office, can

transact it .with him. feb 6. cf

JQR. PAUL BEliGER,

Practising Physician,
Offers his services to the citizens of Alexan¬

dria, and the public generally.
Office 239, K ing Street,

feb 9.1 m* - ALEXANDRIA VA.
MIT

ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE

Job Printing Office,
King St. , over Stone's Book Store, opp. Theatre
A:1 Kinds ot Jos PiUXTL\Q neatly esocu'.ed-
i&a 19.tf


